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Blade blue 
-green, 

rhizomes not 
present, ligule 
rounded, short 

and notched 
front 

Auricles not 
hairy, blade 
not glossy 

and narrow, 
collar distinct, 
rhizomes long 

Blade
Ligule
Auricle
Sheath

Smooth 
Bromegrass

Reed 
Canarygrass

Timothy

Shoot flattened, 
leaves folded in the bud

Shoot cylindrical, 
leaves rolled in the bud

Auricles present Auricles not present Auricles not present

Collar sheath 
with fine 

hairs, sheath 
closed near 
to top, “M” 

construction 
midway 

between collar 
and tip

Blade light 
green, 

rhizomes 
present, ligule 
rounded, long 
and notched

Collar sheath 
not hairy, 

sheath 
split with 

overlapping 
edges

Dark green 
leaves, collar 

continuous, veins 
prominent

Dark green 
leaves, collar 

continuous, veins 
prominent

Perennial
Ryegrass

Orchardgrass Kentucky 
Bluegrass

Canada 
Bluegrass

Tall
Fescue

Quackgrass

Blade narrow, 
tip ending 

abrupt and 
boat-shaped, 

rhizomes 
present

Blade broad with taper 
pointed tip, collar 

divided, rhizomes not 
present

Blue-green leaves, 
collar divided, vein 

prominent

Blue-green leaves, 
collar divided, vein 

prominent

Cool-Season Forage Grass 
Identification Key

Auricles 
hairy, blade 
glossy and 

prominently 
veined on 

upper surface, 
rhizomes short 

Auricles present



Spikelet
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flo
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Panicle 
Branch

Peduncle

Blade

Stolon

Rhizome

Innovation

Node

Sheath

Internode

Collar

C

Stem

Leaf blade

Ligule

Auricle

Sheath

A

B

Butt



Split

Claw-like

Broad Narrow Divided Oblique Pubescent

Rounded Rudimentary

Closed

Absent

Split, Margins Overlapping

Sheaths

Auricles

Collars



Linear Ovate

Folded
and

Keeled

Expanded
and Half 
Folded

OblongLanceolate

Plicate

Flat, Keeled Below

Flat, Ridged Above

V-Shaped Folded Bristle-like U-Shaped Convolute Involute

Shapes of Leaf Blades

Types of Rolling and Folding

Acuminate



Subulate Filiform ObtuseAcuteAcuminate

Amplexicaul

Ciliate

Sagittate

Serrate

Cordate

Smooth

False Petiole

Boat-shaped

Shapes of Leaf Tip

Shapes of Leaf Base

Shapes of Leaf Margin



Membranous

Acute

Entire

Fringe of Hairs

Obtuse

Notched

Absent

Truncate

Lacerate

Emarginate

Ciliate

Ligule Types

Ligule Shapes

Ligule Margins



Contracted
Spike

Compact

Simple

Loose 
Spike

Whorled Spike

On a Central Axis

Subdigitate

Spathate

Subdigitate

Digitate

Spike-like

Spike

Raceme

Panicle
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Diagram of 
Inflorescence

Sinus Awned  
Lemma

Dorsally Awned 
Lemma

Terminal Awned 
Lemma

Awned Glume Types of Awns

Diagram of 
Spikelet

Diagram of 
Raceme





us.dlf.com  ca.dlf.com


