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Identification 
Trait(s) Bl

oo
m

 
Pe

rio
d

Bi
g

Bl
ue

st
em

W
ar

m 3 10-
12 
lbs

5- 
8 lbs 

1/2" 14-21 
days

Sod-
forming

6’-8' Poor - 
Mod 

Fair Fair - 
Good

Mod High 
4.5- 
7.5

High Mod Fair - 
Good

Good Purple stem 
with fine hairs - 
seedhead looks 
like a turkey’s foot

Aug-
Sept

Li
tt

le
 

Bl
ue

st
em

W
ar

m 3 7- 
8 lbs 

3- 
5 lbs 

1/2" 21-28 
days 

Bunch Up to 5'; 
shorter in 
dry areas

Poor Fair - 
Good 

Fair Mod Mod 
5.5-
6.5

Low Mod Fair Fair Similar to Big 
Bluestem but 
shorter – purple 
stem with fine 
hairs - single 
spike clusters – 
stem turns pink 
in fall

July-
Sept

Bl
ue

 
G

ra
m

a

W
ar

m 3 8- 
10 
lbs 

3- 
5 lbs

1/2" 7- 
10 
days 

Bunch Up to 18-
20"

Poor - 
Mod 

Good Poor Mod Mod 
5.0-
7.5

Low Mod 
only for 
pasture

Good Poor Fine-leaved 
with blue-green 
seedheads 
suspended 
horizontally

June-
Aug

Si
de

oa
ts

 
G

ra
m

a

W
ar

m 3 10-
12 
lbs

4- 
6 lbs 

1/2" 14-21 
days

Sod-
forming

Up to 30"; 
some-
times 
taller

Poor-
Mod

Fair-
Good 

Fair Low Mod Mod Mod Good Good Skinny panicle 
head 4-16”; 
upside down 
ryegrass heads

June-
July

Bu
ffa

lo
gr

as
s

W
ar

m 4 40-
60 
lbs

10-
15 
lbs

1/2" 14-21 
days

Sod-
forming

5-6”; 
double 
when un-
disturbed

Poor Good Fair-
Good 

Low Mod Low High Good Poor Grey-green/
bluegreen in 
color with curly 
leaves & slender 
stems

July-
Aug

C
an

ad
a 

W
ild

ry
e

Co
ol 3 10-

12 
lbs

2- 
3 lbs 

1/2" 7- 
21 
days 

Bunch Up to 5'; 
normally 
24-48"

Mod Fair Fair Mod Mod Mod Mod 
only for 
pasture

Fair Fair Heads similar to 
rye, but curved 
and sweeping

Mar-
June

In
di

an
gr

as
s

W
ar

m 3 10-
12 
lbs

5- 
8 lbs 

1/2" 21-28 
days

Sod-
forming

Up to 6' Poor 
-Mod 

Poor Fair Mod Mod 
5.0-
8.0 

High Mod Fair Good Heads similar to 
tall fescue 

Aug-
Sept

Sw
itc

h
gr

as
s

W
ar

m 3 5-8 
lbs

2- 
3 lbs 

1/2" 21-28 
days

Sod-
forming

Up to 6' Poor Fair Good Mod High 
4.5-
7.5 

High Mod Fair Good Clump-forming 
with open, lacy 
sprays and many 
curly leaves

Aug-
Sept

W
es

te
rn

 
W

he
at

gr
as

s

Co
ol 3 8- 

10 
lbs

2- 
5 lbs 

1/2" 21-28 
days

Sod-
forming

Up to 36-
40" 

Poor Good Good Mod High Mod High Good Poor Heads look 
similar to 
ryegrass 

Spring


